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Exactly like the Bedouin
After the manner Saracen.
They started on their way at night,
First climbing to a hilltop's height.
They climbed and then descended, till
At last they looked down from a hill                                    10,350
Upon more Saracens than I
Can say. The Bedouin and the spy
Went slowly toward them at a walk,
Telling their comrades not to talk
Lest the Turks should identify
Them. And the Turks were fooled thereby.26
They approached them and inquired of them
Their origin and whence they came.
The Bedouin let his tongue run on
Saying they came from Ascalon,                                          10,360
Where they had gathered goodly prey.
One man made answer in this way:
"You come to do some evil thing
To us; you are with England's king."
The Bedouin replied: "You lie."
Then he was of a mind to fly,
So toward the caravans he fled.
The Turks with bows and light spears sped
Behind, pursuing them apace,
Till, wearied, they gave up the chase.                                   10,370
These might be their own men, they thought.
The Bedouin then turned about,
For he had learned the truth, and knew
The caravan was there in view.
In this he showed his great good sense.
So quickly he departed thence
And told the king that he was sure
The caravan was in his power.
Now, in Saint George's name, the king
Ordered the steeds' provisioning                                          10,380
26 But they seem not to have been fooled completely (M. J. Hubert).